






 
REGIONAL GROUPS MEETING – Continued: 
 
RoSPA Insurance would not cover him/her.   He/she would only be classed as accompanying the Associate, and 
therefore the Associates own car insurance would cover as for carrying a passenger. 
 
ROADCRAFT:   Apparently there is a new Edition of Roadcraft to be published some time.   At the moment it 
is in the embryo state, nowhere near publication, and probably will not hit the ‘streets’ until early next year.  A 
new section of the book will now concentrate on driver behaviour and attitude!   So keep right on with the 
current edition until further notice. 
 
RESOURCES:   The old chestnut came up about Head Office not being able to supply leaflets and posters for 
Groups use.   It was stated, as usual that there was no pool of money for such like but there were a few DVDs 
etc. that Groups could borrow for use at shows etc. to show the public. 
 
WHITE LINES:   An examiner asked the question about straightening out bends, especially on test.   It was 
quite forcibly emphasised by Bob Smalley that this was a practice to be frowned on and should not be carried 
out by an Associate during a test run.   He did concede that some circumstances were different and it was then 
up to the Examiner whether he marked the driver down after some discussion about the drive.   The important 
thing is whether all the safety factors were taken into account when it occurred.   As has always been said on 
most occasions always treat the white line as a brick wall.   It should not be crossed unless you are absolutely 
sure it is safe to do so.   Sometimes I agree you have to cross it to get a better view ahead, but as a general rule 
follow the maxim above and all will be well. 
 
 
That is the bare bones of the day.   Obviously there was more discussion on some points and lots of inter-
activity between the various attendees.   The whole meeting was run by the auspices of the Bedford RoADA 
Group, which included a nice buffet lunch.   It was well worth a visit. 
 
 

VINTAGE CARS 
 

More in the series of ‘Veteran’ cars. 
 

This month it is ALVIS 
 

 
1920 10/30 

      Side valve  -  1 ½ litre  -  30 bhp 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
   1928   T.A.      1930        15 h.p.      1.5 litres 
    14/75  h.p.      1.9 litres    8 cylinders   -  front-wheel drive 



                                Overhead valves     Racing car 
Now for something completely different – I am sure most of us have had 

correspondence with the tax-man at some time, but at last he responds!!! 

 

THE TAX-MAN RESPONDS…… 
 

This letter… from the Inland Revenue Department was reprinted in The Guardian: 
 

Dear Mr Addison, 
I am writing to you to express our thanks for your more than prompt reply to our latest communication, 
and also to answer some of the points you raise. I will address them, as ever, in order. Firstly, I must take 
issue with your description of our last communication as a "begging letter". It might perhaps more 
properly be referred to as a "tax demand". This is how we, at the Inland Revenue have always, for reasons 
of accuracy, traditionally referred to such documents. Secondly, your frustration at our adding to the 
"endless stream of crapulent whining and panhandling vomited daily through the letterbox on to the 
doormat" has been noted. However, whilst I have naturally not seen the other letters to which you refer I 
would cautiously suggest that their being from "pauper councils, Lombardy pirate banking houses and 
puissant gas-mongerers" might indicate that your decision to "file them next to the toilet in case of 
emergencies" is at best a little ill-advised. In common with my own organisation, it is unlikely that the 
senders of these letters do see you as a "lackwit bumpkin" or, come to that, a "sodding charity". More 
likely they see you as a citizen of Great Britain, with a responsibility to contribute to the upkeep of the 
nation as a whole. Which, brings me to my next point. Whilst there may be some spirit of truth in your 
assertion that the taxes you pay "go to shore up the canker-blighted, toppling folly that is the Public 
Services", a moment's rudimentary calculation ought to disabuse you of the notion that the government in 
any way expects you to "stump up for the whole damned party" yourself. The estimates you provide for 
the Chancellor's disbursement of the funds levied by taxation, whilst colourful, are, in fairness, a little 
off the mark. Less than you seem to imagine is spent on "junkets for bunterish lickspittles" and "dancing 
whores" whilst far more than you have accounted for is allocated to, for example, "that box-ticking 
fagade of a university system." A couple of technical points arising from direct queries: 
1. The reason we don't simply write "Muggins" on the envelope has to do with the vagaries of the postal 
system;   2. You can rest assured that "sucking the very marrows of those with nothing else to give" has never 
been considered as a practice because even if the Personal Allowance didn't render it irrelevant, the 
sheer medical logistics involved would make it financially unviable. 
I trust this has helped. In the meantime, whilst I would not in any way wish to influence your 
decision one way or the other, I ought to point out that even if you did choose to "give the whole foul 
jamboree up and go and live in India," you would still owe us the money. 
Please forward it by Friday. 
Yours Sincerely, 
H J Lee 
Customer Relations 
 
 
Hope to see you at the April meeting with our AA friends – I will await your comments about the future of your 
Club and also any material for publication. 
 
Safe driving. 
  
 
Noel Baker  12 Pine Hill Park, Sawtry Way, Wyton, Huntinmgdon, Cambs., PE28 2DZ 
Editor   Tel:  01480 431722  E.Mail:  noel.baker5@btinternet.com 
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